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THE OFPERATIONS OF CONEANY *B", 12TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
(4TH INPANTRY DIVISION), IN THR HURTGEN FOREST, WEST
OF GEY, CERMANY, 28 NOVEMBER - 5 DECEMEER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)
{Personsl experience of a Compeny Commander)

INTRODUCTION

Gensrel George 5, Petton Jr., in e letter to Msjor Generel Raymond Q.
Berton se#id in pert: ™So fer sg I know, no Americen division in France
hee excelled the megnificent record of the 4th Inranmrylniviéion, which |
hes been elmost continuowsly in sction since it fought its way sshore on
the Gthrday of last June,®

"Your fight in the Hurtgen Forest was an'apic of stark Infantiry
combat."” {1)

The fight in the Hurtgen forest was actlon of the individusl rifle-
men, The normel sccompanying teem of Artillery and Tenks wes used in-
frequently in that the limiting terrein characteristics, consisting of
deep ravines and steep ridges coupled with extiremely limited visibpility,
made it imprecticeble, if not impossible, to use these allied srms.

This combat ection is the mccount of Company "BY, 12th Infentry
Regiment, 4th Infentry Division, from 28 November 1944 to 5 December 1944,
in its final action to cleer the Hurtgen Forest snd to seize, orgenize
and hold the high ground west of and overlocking the town of Gey, Germeny.
(See Mep C)

On 6 June 1944, the 4th Infantry.nivision stormed the besches of
Normsndy, landing et Hehour, D-dey on Uteh Besch. By 25 June, Cherbourg
bed been clesred by elemants of the Division., Completing the Normandy
Cempaign on 24 July, the “Ivy" Division participeted in the St. Lo break-
through on 25 July to begin the Northern France Cempaign, which lested
from 25 July to 14 September. During this phase, the Division parficipated
in the med dash scross Frence, The Belgien border wee crossed on 6 September

1944 end the Seigfried Line wes first bresched on the first dey of the Rhine-

(1) A-%, p. 36.
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lend Cempeign which officielly begen on 15 September 1944, The 4th Div-
ision remeined in Schnee Eifel Forest section of the Seigfried Line until
4 October 1944, when relief wss effected by the 2nd Infentry Division.
The Divieion then moved north to the vicinity of Bullingen, Belgium end
remained in this quiet sactor until 7 November 1944. (2)

The jubilent deys of August e&nd September were gone; the wer wes not
to ﬁe over in m metter of days. The pace of advance, instesd of forty
mliles s deay, was now messured in sqveral hundreds of yerde on an sllotment
of four or five rounds per esrtillery gun per day.

- Commencing on 8 November 1944, near Zweifall, Germsny, the 12th
Infentry Regiment, & pert of the 4th Infantry Division, wes given the
nmission of driving north and cleariﬁg a portion of the Hurtgen Forest in
order to resch the Cologne Plain. (3)

This coming action of one month duration in the Hurtgen Ferest gave
thel 4th Infentry Division three of its four Congressionsl Medals of Homor.
The Hurtgen Forest, covering approximately 50 squere miles, was

;haracterized by lofty evergreens, clogely spaced snd reaching into the
sky to e height of almost 100 feet, thus screening the warming end light-
giving raye of the sun. In addition, this erems was void of = roed net
ndequate to meet the logisticel requiremsnts of en Infantry Division. (4)

The German Military had estimated this area to be an excellent de-

fensive zone, in as much as the natursel obstacle, in the form of the trees,

{ which were wide in girth end full in foliage, geve e feeling of depression
3 :

A

VA
o

., to 811 who ventured end steyed within their depthe for even short pericds

of fighting. To meke the eres even more formidable, the Germens intensi-
fied their desfensives in the form of srtificisel ocbstacles conéisting of

antifpersonnsl mines, wire, pillboxes, trench systems end covered buvksra.
This was e Zone incorporated into their Seigfried Line fortitications. {5}

(2} Personsl Experience; (3) a-2, p. 196; (4)(5) Personsl Expsrience.
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M 7 "ﬁ Generel J. Lewton Collins, Commanding General of VII Corps said,
(}F/) “Combat in woods cells for topnotch lesdership on the pert of small unit
/&}; commenders snd the hlghest order of individual courege . The drive of the
Y‘ 4th Infantry Division across its sector of the Hurigen Forest required =
continuous displey of these gquelities under the most adverse conditions of
terrain and westher." (&)

The cold, dank month of November contributed substentislly decresszsing
forwerd movements of Allled troops. The German fighting on his own "sacred
soil® fought stubbornly, even fenaticelly for every yard. {(7)

/ The Bettle of the Hurtzen Forest wms characterized by units operating
f[’w’ fﬁ' ( [f.;‘ in hesvy woods., This typs of action called for incressged demend in control
iﬂ‘ér \‘ in lower units. An odded problem wes the fector of distance between unite.

b i
.u[//pi.':-’
'-'L.'i.z !

n/j}-ﬁ Ve / Contact was seldom echieved with units on the flenks. (8}

f’u‘j g I There was 8 gensral lack of artillery supporting fires due to the
difficulty of observed fires. 4lso, sn artillery round would enter the
tearget st an angle e&nd this would very oftsn cause the round to detcnate
prior to ite arrival in the target ares. This premsiure detonation would
either ceuse cesuslties to friendly troops or would result in a wested round.
(9}

The renge of redios, organic to the Infentry Regiment, was decresased
because of the dense woods. (10)

Resupply of rifle compenies was a coantinuous problem. Meny tipes de=
cisions hed to be mede to determine thet portion of the essential elements
of supply to be sent forwesrd to the Rifle Compeny. (11) |

The sccount of this combat setion will bring forth verious ways in which

these difficulties were overcome, thus ensbling Compsny "B" to mccomplish

its mission. (12)

(6) &4-3, p. 32; (?7)(8){9)(10)(11)(12) Personsl Experience.



GENERAL SITUATION

12th 2rmy Group published Letter of Instructions number Ten on the same
dey thet Aachen fell, 6rdering e regroupment of sll three Armies and a Nov-
ember advence to the Rhine.

The crossing of the Rosr river,_ below the dems, was not congidered within
thf scope of s calculeted risk ss long as the large dams above the crossing
sites remmined in Germen hands, The only direct method to seize these dems
would be to atisck through the Hurtgen Forest and seizes the dsms. This mission
was given to the Firat Army. (13) (See Map B)

The First Army, commended by General Couriney Hodges, consisting of three
Corps, the ¥V, VII, and VIII, hﬁving cleared the Aachen srea 21 October 1944,
hed the mission of driving to the Roer .river.

| The VII Corps consisted of the lst, 4th, end 104th Infentry Divisions,
with the 3rd Armored in the tenk role. (14)

The 4th Infentry Division wee essigned the sector in the Hurtgen Forest
on the right flank of the VII Corpe which was the northern Corps in line. (15)
{Ses Map 4)

On 28 November 1944, the 104th Infantry Division, to the north on the
lsft flenk of VII Corps, attecking before dewn, advanced 2,000 yards, entering
the towns of Lemersdorf and I_J:},den. The front of this Division wes established
on the I&river. One bridge over thig river wss secured intect. (16)

The First Infantry Dijiaion, in ite sector, edvanced ecross the highway
esst of Lengerwshe, Lengerwehe was cleered by elements of the 18th Infentry
Regiment and locel security wes pleced slong the stream abcn;t one half =
mile northesasst of Lengerwehe. One battelion established itseif in the edge
of the woods in the vicinity of Merode and lete in the afterncon was fighting
in the town of Meroge. (17) (Ses Map B) |
{(13) a-4, p. 11; (14) A-1, p. 71; (15} &-1, p. 71; (16} &-1, p. €2;

(17) a-1, p. 83.



The Zrd Armored Division remeined in reserve in the vicinity of Stolberg.
In the V Corps sector to the south of the 4th Infentry Division, the
action continued to the easst elong the southern edge of the forest south of
the town of Hurtgen. (18}
Elements of the German lst 88, 9th SS and 10th 85 Panzer Divisions were
’mpiiw”ﬁ/;eported to be in the eres west of Cologpe. Confirmed informstion indicated

-‘IU 4
\}K jf’{ : that 8ixth 83 Penzer Army was being pleced in the reserve role to counter-

ffFF attack if the Pirst Army succeeded in crossing the Roer river. (19}

?ﬁ r\iq_,,!::' In addition, the Fifteenth Germen Army wes pleced in the viecinity of
¢ '

Fpﬁ; Koenigshoven.,

The first US Army estimete of the enemy situstion indiceted a general
build up of troop strength. (20}

The enemy, during the third week in Novembey reinforced his units in
front of the First Army by bringing in the 26th Volksgrenadier Divigion, 47th
Infantry Division snd the 277th Infentry Division., The 3rd Paraschute and the
Z44th Infantry Divisions were edded and one week later the 326th Infantry
end the 352nd Infantry Divizions were placed in front of the lst Army. (21)

Germen units identified by the 12th Infentry Regiment, in the Hurtgen
Forest included the 183rd Volksgrensdier D'ivision, 47th Infantry Divisioen,
353rd Infentry Division snd Independent Fortress Battelions. The Germen
orgenizetion of the Hurtgen Forest defenses was duel in neture, primary use

S U’\/ of the natursl obztacles and strengthening these obstacles by the use of
‘33/ ell artificial obstecles &t their,dispo;al in orde‘r to strengthen their

defensive positions. (22)

(18) <1, p. 83; (19) A-l, p. 83; (20) A-1, p. 84;  (21) A5, p. 23;

{22) A-1, p. 165; A-9, pps. 196, 155, 246; Fersonsl Experience,



THE, DIVISION SITUATION

The 4th Infentry Division, occupying the extirems right flank of Vil
Corps, hed both its right and left boﬁndarias within the confines of the
Hurtgen Forest. {23)

On 29 November, the 4th Cavsalry Group wes placed in line to fill the
gap between the lst Infentry Division and the 8th Infantry Regiment which
wes the left Regiment in the 4th Infentry Division sector. (24) (See Msp B)

The 8th Infentry Regiment continued 4o advence spproximetely 1,000

yards 1o the esest sstride the Schevenhutte-Duran road.

To the south, elemsnts of the 22nd Infantry clesred the village of
Grosshau end moved north slong the Grossheu-Duran Road, entering the ioods
just north of the town. (25) (See Map B)

The 12th Infentry Regiment continued to edvence sstride the Grosshau-

Duran roed up to & distence of 900 yarde. (26) {Ses Map B)

THE BATTALION SITUATION

On 28 November, the lst Bettelion, moving north on the Renn-Weg road
in the formetion, column of compenieg in the order &, C, B tompany. Company
“a" wes given the mission of espturing Hill 90, north of Grossheu. After
s severe fire fight they captured the position and took 35 prisoners. (26)
(See Mep C)

The woode were cleared to the north as fer as RJ 257.6. This entire
ares wes found to be heavily mined end no vehicles were permitted to proceed
on the Renn-Weg north until the Divisicn Enginéers cleared the rosd. The
Battalion Commender deszignated the aree just eest of the Renn-Weg roed be-

A / tween RT 357.6 and RJ 366.4 es the bettelion front. This aree %o be occu-

NS/&\K pied by Company B fecing wos-t The remeinder of the Battalion occupied

d*

the zZone to the resr of Compeny "B". (27) (See Map C)
_,_,.a-)Ld

(\rﬁ (23) A-2, p. 196; (24) A-1, p. 83; (25)a-l, p. 8%; (26} a-1, p. 83

(27) a=2, p. 226.



THE COMPANY SITUATION
TEE_ATTACK

Compeny “B" closed into the aséignnd area about 1200 hours on 28 Nov-
ember., (See Map C) The Compeny Commender had just been killed by an anti-
peTrsontie]l mine, |

The Bettslion Commander, reslizing thet this company would probably be
used 1n the attack the next day, sent one of his officers, a Captain from
Battelion, to take commend of this compeny. (28)

The nswiy sssigned Compeny Commender errived at the company sbout 1330
hourz. {29)

The Compeny Commander observed that(ths entire compaty sesmed nervou;
and extremsly fatiguqd. The men hed begun to dig holes for the night.
Checking over his compsny area, he csms upon one of the machine gun crews
which had not gone into ite sssigned area to tske up its sector of the finsl
protective fires. The Sguesd Leader, when questioned as to why he had not
gons into position, indicated thet he felt the position wes booby trapped.
Lying on the ground were seversl Germen hend grensdes §f the "poteto masher®
type. When further inspected, it wes determined that these grenades were
not booby tfapped. (30}

The Company Commsnder inspected the tubes of the morters and it was
epparent that they had not been fired‘in some time. When askad.about the
recent firing of the mortars, the Platoon Sergeant indiscated that they h.ad
not been fired. The Sergesnt further indicated that snfficient quantitles
of smmunition were svallable. The Mortsr section was told that they were
going to be used on the first suitedle target. (31)

The compeny continued to dig-in their positions end each double fox-
hole was covered by plecing & laysr of logs and a layer of earth over the
hols. Thie would normelly stop »ll shell fragments, except direct hits. (32)

(28)(29)(30)(%1}{32) Fersonsl Experience.



About 1510 hours Battelion celled. Baker Compeny wes ordered to send

- out m pstrol to reconnoiter the routes and enemy diepositions east of Baker
Compeny's position. The patrol was t§ advance emst on the north =zide of the
roed to Gey, to the.point 357.2; cross the roed 2nd return by the trail running
Just south of the road. (See Map C) Thie patrol would be completed before
dark. The 2nd Pletoon wes designated fo send out the patrol. Beceuse of the
fatigued condition of the men, the Platoon Leader was designated to lead the
petrol. This patrol, eonsisting of the officer snd one squed, lsft the aTea
about 1525 hours. (32} {See Map C)

At 1600 hours, the Compeny Supply:Sergeént errived in the company srea,
heving used the Rehn-Weg Tosd from the south, brought with him & hot mesl of |
¢ retions, bedding rolls and$é3n.%éanforcemants. The reenforcements included
form;r members 6f the compeny end the remainder were new men with no prior
combat service. The former members of the company were returned to their cwn
platoéns end the rew men were divided emong the rifle pletoons. (34)

The patrol returned Just prior to dsrk; the Lisutenant, ?m Fletoon,
reported thet he had covered the entire sssigned sector. He steted that no
enemy ig:“encountered‘nor'was the petrol fired upon. He fuwther reported
thet the rosd to Gey wes impesseble in that the Germans hed felled the trees
every few feet end each tree inspected wes mined or booby trepped. Hes also
reported that a deed Americen was located in the woods about 100 yards east
of the pfesent position. This informetion wes reported by wire to Batialion.
(35)

After derk the Compeny Commender continued to eirculsie among the men in
the compeny. This wes essy as the compenieg habituelly ﬁent into & close per-
imeter defense esch night. The company, &t this time, had been in the lines
for twenty-one deys end hed suffered heavy casuslties. The men hed verious
mentsl ettitudes. Normslly, even in combat, it is not herd to drew a soldier
into conversation. Most of these men just would not telk and when they did,

1t wee in o racking or listless menner.(36)

(33){34)(35) (36) Fatsonsl Experience.
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The reenforcements were in a different mood from the clder men, These
msn weres extremely telketive; not heving been shellad yet, they still did
not quite reslize the shock of bettle they were soon to Teceive, (37)

Adout 2100 hours Battalion celled on the EE8 and lnstructed the Company
Commender to report to Battelion et 2200 hours for the sttmck order. The -
Compeny Commender took his messenger and reported et the time designated. (38)

The Battelion Commandsr gave the oresl etteack order as follows: ™The
Battelion would etteck to the eest st 0900 hours on 29 November, in a column
of companies in the order B, C, A. The LD would‘be thes Renn-Weg road. Compeny
B would follow the route wd and seize the high ground overlooking the
town of Gey."” (39) (See Map C) |

Thfs: distence to the Battalion objective wes about 1300 yards. The
Company Commendsr was given one 1:25,000 topographicel mep. The Battelion
Commander hed en aerisl photo of the aree which he told the Compeny Commander
to commit to memory. An ettempt was made to do this. {40)

Returning to the company, the Compeny Commander called a meeting of the
Flatoon lLeeders a;:d igsued the attsck order. The asttack would proceed in a
column of platoons in the order lst, 2nd, Weepons, 3rd without artil.lery or
mortar praperatioﬁs. The Company Commender would be with the lst Flatoon
and the remsinder of Compeny Command group would follow tﬁe Weapone Flatoon.

There were no questions snd no comments. (4l1)

The Company Supply Sergesnt arrived et the compeny locetion in a % ton
4x4 with ti‘aile'r 2? 0400 November with e hot breskfast, extrs smmunition,
iﬁcluding 30 extrs rounds of 60 MM Mortar emmunition end one dey's lssue of
K rations. It wes SOP for the Supply Sergeant to remain in the compexny
area until the entire compeny cleared. The supply group would then loed the
rollﬁ and meke 8 very thorough search of the compeny srea in order to plieck
up sny equipment the men left behind. (42) |

(37)(38) (39} (40)(41)}{42) Personsl Expsrience.
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. The lst Platoon, followed by the remsinder of the cbmpany, crossed the
Ronn-ﬂ_eg roed et 0900 hours (sonth') of the Gey road and plunged intc the woods,
The woods were extnmaiy dense e%t this point. The pletoon advenced sbout one
hundred yards end stopped. Up to this time there wes no firing snd only the
deed Amsricen brought home the sterk reslity of war. The Compeny Comnander,
wishing to have the movemsnt continue, moved up through the lst platoon, whieh
was stopped on the treil, in = column of squeds. The heed of the platoon hed
reached the edge of- 8 clearing. The Platoon Leader hed halted the sdvence of
his pletoon, bscause of the cpen groﬁnd 1:6 ""’Ekimfront. The Gey road was about
thirty ysrds to the left of the platoon. Since the company had to croes the
road in order to proceed to the objective and the other side of the roed
offered better conceslment, thaL Company Commender decided to turn north, scross
the roed and eest towsrd the objective. (43)

The Pletoon Leader moved to the edge of the road, hesitated a moment snd
rushed across. The Company Commznder followed as soon &s the Fletoon Lemder
reached the far side. Just ms this officer clesred the center of the rosd, =&
short burst wes fired at him from e point sbout 300 yards down the rosd in
the direction of Gey. The Plstoon Sergeant placed several msn in position end
had the remsinder of the platoon cross the rosd in squad rushes. No further
firing wes encountered by this platoon. (See Map C)

The Cowpany Commsnder called on the SCR 536 to the 2nd platcon and told
them to rememin on the south side of the Gey rosd, Hs did this to aveid being
pinned down on the north s_ide of the rosd. The Enemy hed been alerted sz to
the‘movament to his frdnt. From the direction of the firing, it ﬁould be
impossible for him to determine the strsngth or the objective of the company's
movemsnt, (44)

The lst Pletoon, upon resching the north side of the Gey roed, begen its

.movement to the esst. The 2nd Platoon wes told to cross the Gey roed end
fblloﬁ. The 1st Flatoon sdvanced sbout 150 yerds and was fired upon by asuto-

metic weepons and smell erms fire, The Pletoon showed excellent fire control

- (43) (44) Personal Expsrience,

12



end discipline by immedistely returning the fire, & cherscteristic reaction
this compeny hsd developed end elways employed when shot ai. The men were
never afraid to fire their weapons. The new men in the compeny inveriably
ceught on quickly. The Pletoon Leader end seversl men worked their way
around to the b%/riezu;r'et right flenk, 4&lone, the Lieutensnt rushed the position
and was killed. The Enemy then left their positions snd withdrew to the
north, leaving seversl deed in their haif-dug;in position. {45) (See Map C)

While the 1lat Platoon wes engsging thg‘Enamy to 1te front, the Enemy
which first fired on the Compeny Commsnder opened up agein ss the 2nd Platoon
wes meking its crossing of the road. The Platoon Leader of the 2nd Platoon
came up to the Compsny Commander.  The Lisutensnt reported that ha-was hit in
the leg end thet two other men were also hit. He =dded thet the 2nd Flatoon
hed crossed the road snd the 3rd Flatoon was following. The officer wee told
to go to the resr, es he wes too bedly ﬂounded to continue the sttack. The
Compeny Commender, feeling thet the attack would be in danger of slcwing down,
employed the 3rd.P1atoon as they hed not yet suffered any cesuslties., The
attention of the compeny wee now focused on the position of the autometiec
weepon which had caused the 2nd Platoon's cesualties. The Pletoon Leader of
the 3rd Pletoon hed been in the edge of the woods wsiting-his turn to cross
end hed e definite idea 2s to the location of this aut&mﬁtic weapon. This
Flatoon Leeder moved out alone snd locsted the Enemy on the north side of the
Gey roed about 200 yerds from the compgny's pregent position. ESinglehanded,
he greneded this poeition, knocking out the gun snd killing the crew of four.
Big sction elimineted the threst of thet gun to the remsinder of fhe company.
The Weepons Pletoon end CP group were then shle to cross the rosd. Beker
Compahy wes now on the north side of the Gey road. (46)

;;EIEIE hours, the compeny, with the 3rd Pistoon leeding, continued to
advence just north of the Gey roed to the emst, (47) '

(45){46)(47) Personel Experience.
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The compeny hed perfect communication within the compeny and with
Bettelion. The SCR 536 radios were working well, even in the woods, =nd
Battlalion could be reached by SCR 300 and wire. Wire weg leid ae the company
edvanced. (48)

Beker Compeny advanced spproximstely 200 yards and ceme to ancther
clearing., This clesring was ebout 150 yards wide and beyond wes another tell
stand of typical Hurtgen evergreens, There wss apparently no ememy activity,
yet the commander of Beker Compeny, knowing that the compeny would run into
mors enemy reecistence, decided thet this open ground end the woods beyond
weres criticel terrein. (49)

Witk an insight, born of besttle, yet unexpleinsble, the Commander knew
the enemy occupied the distant sector of wocds. He decided to throw an

attack agesinst these woods using all the compeny orgenic firepower plus the

A}jj all)"ﬂ,‘.?attachad heavy lacl_lim @un Fletoon of "D" Compeny. (50)
L

The 3rd Fletoon, which was leading, would meke the assauvlt., The three
60 MM Mortars were brought up end given fhe mission of placing & total of 18
Tounds, at 10 second intervals, 50 yards within the woods, The light snd
beavy mechine gﬁns would teke positions to fire initially into the woods if
any Enemy resisted, The Zrd Platoon began its edvence as soon as the first
three rounds hit the target. The platoon had to cleer the open ground and
reach the edge of ths woods &s the last three rounds ceme in one minute after
the riring sterted. There was to be no firing by riflemsn unless the enemy
opened up first, This way the Enemy, if he were in the wools, would not
expect en Iafentry follow-up on top of the mortar fire. If any Ensmy were
present in the woods he would be alert, as there hed been considersbls firing
up to this point., (51)

The 3rd Flatoon, which numbered aﬁout twenty-five effectives, knew the
entire plem. The 2nd Platoon which had been following the 3rd Plaboom took
ap positions to support, by fire, the advence of the 3rd Fleloom. {52)

(48) (49)(50)(51)(52) Fersonsl Experience.
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The morters openéd fire end ag =oon s= the first three rounds, lending
almost ©imulteneously, hit the target, the pletoon commenced its forward move-
ment, The men moved out guickly ag they realized the megnitude of help the
morters cerried. (53)

4s soon ee the 2rd Pletoon entered the woods it opened fire. The Flatoon
Lender reported by SCR 536, thet Jerry wes dug in sbout 50 yerds from the
nesr edge of the woods. 'The Pletoon Leeder wes told to keep the pletoon firing
in order to meintein fire superiority. The Compsny Comrender signalled the
2nd Pletoon to move forward snd moved out with them. Tae 2nd Flatoon responded

" immedistely end sterted scross the clesring. #As the 2nd Platooﬁ started its
movement forwsrd, the Compeny Commsnder notified the 3rd Platoon thet the 2nd
Pletoon would pass directly ihrough the 3rd end esseult the Enemy position.
As the 2nd Pletoon pessed into the woods, the leader of the 3rd Flatoon was
seen moving emong his men, encouraging them to fire. As the 2nd Platoon be-
cpme driented, they sterted to esseult the Enemy position. At thie point the
pletoon reslized thet the Enemy hed constructed an elaborate *"World Wer I™™
type trench srstem which seemsd to extend ebout 200 yerds acroes the front
of the platoon. The ieft flank of the trench curved eround to the Fnemy's
resr, In less then s minute, the 2nd Fletoon psssed through the 3rd Flatoon
and the men wers in the trench engeging in individusl hend-to-hend combet.
The 2nd FPletoon succeeded in tsking sbout 150 yards of the position. The
Ensmy was still in the curved portion of the position. As an attempt was
made to close in on the remeining Germens, the enemy opened fire with a Panzer-

.faust banking the rounds off the wells of the tranch; After seversl rounds

Jerry etopped firing, epperently heving exheusted his smmunition. The Zrd

Plotocn wes ordersd to &sseult the Enemy position. The ssseult was pushed

home and the 3rd Platogn rushed the trench, only to find thet the remaining

ensmy had withdrawn out the fer end of the trench. (54)

Gompanj "E* guffered no cesuslties in teking this position. ‘The Bnemy 's

losses included ten killed end fifteen teken prisomer. (55)

(5%)(54)(55) Personsl Experience.
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The @ompahy qui«'zl‘:lﬁr reorgenized and moved to the far sdge of :the woods.
The time w;s sbout 1530 hours. The .eompany wee now 400 yerds from its ob-
jecti;;_, ‘having edvenced 800 ysrds and overrun two Fnemy posifions. (56) (lee
M=p C}

The woods hed become less dense and s study of the 1:25,000 mep the Company
Cormmender wesg carrying indicsted open ground. (57)

The Compeny Commender decided to slter the stteck formetion; the 2nd
Pletoon, on the right, with its left flank on the trail running perallesl to
and north of the Gey roed; the 3rd Platoon would ad'vahee in its sector with
its right flenk on the trsil; the lst Plétoon rto follow generany gstride the
treil 100 yards to the resar of the attecking plat'c}éons. The Wespone FPlesteoon
end Company CP followed to the reer of the lst Flatoon. (58) (3ee Mep C)

The Compsny begen the advance at 154()‘ hours. The movement continﬁed for-
werd for 250 yards. The right squed of the 2nd Platoon wes taken under fire
from a2 position sbout 150 ysrds to ifss right front. The fires 61‘ tha Enehw
soon swept the.ground occupied by the 2nd Flatcon. The 3rd Flstoon had not
yet coms under fire, They crossed the treil and ceme up on the left flank of
the 2nd Platoon. The Enemy occupying the high ground hed excellent fields of
fire., The Plstoon Leader of the Zrd Platoon once agerin showed his sgressive-
nese., His pletoon had not been taken under fire and he led the plstoon in e
spirited esseult of the enemy position, coming up on the Enemy Flatoon's right
flenk, There was & Sh_arp sncounter, the Enemy inflicting a number of cagus)-
ties on the plstoon. (59) (See Map C)

The 3rd Pletoon took nineteen Germans including killed and wounded end
reduced three machine guns. (60)(61) |

' The Compeny wes ordered to reorgenize, and st thie point, the Compeny
Commender reslized thet sbout fifteen minutes of daylight remsined. {62)

The Compeny Commender left the Compeny in commend of the Platoon Leader
of the Zrd Platoon for the reorgenization and moved north for a personal
{(56)({57)(58)(59)(60) Personsl Experience; (51)@-2, p. 375; ({62) Personal
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reconnaissance of the compeny objective. {(See Mep D) -

The objective wes not.occupied:by the Eneny snd the Company Commender
returned to his company to lesd it up on its objective., The Company closed
on the objective efter derk snd begen to dig in for the night. (63)(64)

Compeny "A" occupied the itrench cyetem, Compsny "C" occupied the ground
in the vicinity of thé trench system. (65)

Beker Compeny, in occupying the objective, wes pleced in a close pﬁr-
imeter defense. The lst Plstocn occupled the forwsrd sector snd = portion
of the southern sector of the perimeter; the 2nd Fletoon odcupied the north
sector of the zone and the 3rd Pletoon cecupied the entire rear and a portion
of the soﬁth flank of the company area. It was e tight defense wilth no open
ground between platoons. There wes no way the Enemy could hit the Company
end tske it by surﬁrise. The Weapons FPlatoon and the Commend Post Group

occupied the center of the perimster. (66) {See Map D)
THE DEFENSE

The morning of 20 November ceme in ccld and demp. Battelion hed not
been able to btring up smmuniticn, water or food during the night. The Gey
read was heevlily mined spd the Enemy hed ective end agressive pa?rols working
from the north to the Gey rosd. These Enemy patrcls would ley in wait, fire
s few rounds, and withdraw back into the woods ?o sppear 8t some other point
to repest these sneek tectics. (67}

The men of the Compsny hsd dug double foxholeé. Thiz ellowed one men
in eech hole to remein aﬁake end on the slert at 2ll times, It tended to
meintein s higher stete of moresle, except when one of the two-men tesms be-

come & cassuslty.

Bscause of the rocky soil, the men sxperienced extremely tough going
when trying to "dig in" the positions. (68)

(63) Perscnal Experience; (64) A-2, p. 375; (65)(66){67)(68) Personal
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The Battelion Commander eslled about 1000 hours and told the Company
Commender thet the Compeny hed dons & fine job. The Battalion Commsnder
8lso stated thet Beker Compeny would support, by fire, the attsck on Gey.
This town wes within shouting distance of the Company. Elsments of the
Compeny hed sdvenced to the sdges of the woods just short of the first house
of Gey the day previously. The fog begen to 1ift from the Compeny position
end for the first time they could see the surrcunding country and the tscticel
position it cccupied. It wes 2 Field Artillerymsn's dreem, From the posi-
tion pccupied by Beker Compeny, there wee observation to the following
points: +the sress of Streb, Untermeubsch, Winden, Kuffereth, Bérzbun,
Birgel, Lendorsdorf Kreutheusen and portious of Duren. This observetion
included the wooded sres between the towns and all roads in the arvea, It
wes not long before the Germen begen to meke his appeerance in meny placee.
There were couriers on motorcyéles, whiite ambulances, trucks unlosding
emmunition end supplies, groups of Germen soldiers meving in end out of
clusters of housee end columns of Germens with full field equipment moving
on the roads and ecross flelds., It wes not a question as to & target of
opportunity; it wee one of priority. (69) (See Map B)

The Compeny Commender celled Bettellon and réporte& this situstion.
Battelion reported thet the 81 MM Morter Qbserver, Field Artillery Forward
Observer end the 4.2 Observer would bs sent to the Company et cnce. Bettallon
further indiceted there wee » serious shortege of srtillery ammunition.
There appesred to be sl]l the Heinies on the Western Front in view of Bsker
but nothing to kill them with. (70)

The forwerd observers arrived about 1300 hours end immedistely set to
work. It wes spperent thet the Artillery Observer would heve trouble firing
his concentretions es 1t was further clarified thet the ammunition situﬁtion
wee indeed scute. (71)

(69)(70){71) Personsl Experience.
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Up to now, the Eneﬁy did not resct to Baker Company's occupetion of
this piece of ground. The Sl MM Morter Observer, the 4.2 Hortar Observer,
of the 87th CML Bsttelion and the Forward Observer of the 42nd FA Battalion,
begen to fire on observed targets. They both continued to fire es iong 88
the emmunition wes mvailable. (72) |

The Compeny Commender decided to meke a personsal reconnaissance of the
srea to the horth end west of the company position. The ares to the north
wss reconnoitersd to the point where the ground drops off. The Compzhy
fommander then beck-trecked snd took the trail leading to the resr of the
compeny eres, Following the fire trail running through the compeny positien,
the Compsny Commender moved up the fire trail to a point sbout 250 ysrds
west of the compeny position, There suddenliy sppeered & Garman patrol work-
ing i1t wey in from the north, passing about 100 yards in front of the cdmpany
Commandsr. After sn exchenge of fire both sides discreetly retired. (73)

(See Map C) |

Dusk came sbout 1630 hours; the company elosed in for the night. Battael-
jon celled and instructed Beker Compsny to send out a petrol to Company "C"
who hed occupied the ground about 400 yerds to the north of Beker Company.

The Beker Compeny petrols would commence at 1900 hours and continue during

the houré of derkness with Beker Compapy petrolling on the odd hours. Charlie
Compeny would furnish contact petrols on the even hours. The rifle.piatoons
furnished the petrols equelly with the order to very the exact departures time
each hour. (74) (See Map D) '

Dewn cems & little after 0730 hours on 1 December 1944, The Supply
Sergeent, with his earrying party, wee still on the position; The haul from
Rbnn-ieg roed to the company position had teken slmost three hours. The
bulk of supplies had been_ammunition, with & short supply of K rations end
water. The emmunition was needed the most. (75)

 {72)(73){74)(75) Personel Experience.
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A wooden fire tower stood ebout 50 yerds in the rear of the Compeny
ﬁosition. The Compeny Commender decided not to disturb this tower as long
#s the Enemy did not shell the position. Once the shelling of the position
commenced, the Compeny Commsnder would heve the tower knocked dowm. (76)

The Battelion S-3 arrinE_EZEET;;::; 1400 hours. He mede no gstetement
88 to furthef plens for the Compeny but did indicate that ths Compeny held
aﬁ extremely vitel end velusble piece of ground. (77)

The point Hof Hocherbach, just®es of Gey, wes plaéed under observetion
for some time. The Compeny Commender felt thet this instellation, which in-
cluded & cluster of houses, housed 2% lesst a Battalion CP of the Enemy. It
wee 1400 yerds sast of the Compeny position. The Enemy was constently moving
in and about the buildings. Motoreycle couriers, on several occasions, werﬁ
ssen to enter and 1ea#e ths mein building, Battalion wes notified of this
Enemy instelletion. {78) (See Mep B}

An eir strike wes called for end & flight of P-38's, from the IX TAC,
dive bombed the tgrget, scofing direct hits on the buildings. The medium
srtillery leter registered on the buildings. Ho.more sctivity was observed
in this insfsllation. The remsinder of the day passged guietly and night closed
in on the position, bdbringing & cold rain,. (79}

This night brought much more Bnemy ectivity than the previous one. The
road west_of Gey was ipnterdicted by Ensmy artillery during most of the night.
Severel Enemy petrols esttempted to pess through the Compeny position but were
dispersed by the local security, using hend grenades. Enemy tenks were using
the romds in the vicinity of Gey. Our ertillery interdicted Gey with white
phosphorus. Compasss szmuthe wers taken on the fleshee of Eneny értillery and
reported to Battslion es shell mporte. (80)

The morning of 2 December found the tactical situation of Baker Compeny
unchanged,. The Pnemy patrols hsd been driven off during the previous night.

The wire running back to Battal ion hed been cut. Bettelion reported that

(76)(77}(78)(79)}(80) Personsl Experience.
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extreme ceution should. be teken in using the Gey ro=d.

The Enemy wese ettemptiﬁg to cut this rosd. Battalion hed succeeded in
kpepiﬁg it open. Battalion seemed extremely nervous ms to the Ensmy's reaction
to Beker Compeny's pogition. The OF get up in the compsny position was in
continuous use, All men in Beker Company were slerted to be ewake 30 minutes
prior to dswn end stending by in their holes for s daybresk counteratiack.
This expectad counterattack did not materizlize. (81}

Shortly sfter 1000 hours the enemy hit. The sttack without any ertillery
preperation first hit the lst Pletoon. The Enemy drove up the wooded ares
from the esst. The right sector of the 2nd Flatoon was then engeged. Our
niachine guhs snd mu grmg immedjately opened fire, sending into the woods
tc the fronts of the engaged elen‘:snt of the compeny, & deadly hell of lead.
All firing cessed within 15 minutes. The Ensmy attack had been driven off.
The Companly Commender immedistely ordered the 2nd Fletoon to send cut a combet
patrol in the direction of the attack. This patrel had the mission of picking
up any Epsmy wounded and was also given the Job of loceting the Enemy's dis-
positions to the fromt of the 2nd Platéon. The petrol wes fired upon by -
Enemy located 200 yards to the front of the 2nd Pletoon position. '‘This Enemy
fire was reported ae intense. The patrol slso picked up several wounded, one
streggler end counted ten desd. The wounded stated that their company,d num-
befing about 70, attacked with the mission of taking the position occuplsd
by Beker Compeny. Beker Compsny suffered no cesualties in this sction. (82}
(See Mep D)

Enemy artillery wes first placed on the position sbout nocn. A nﬁmber of °

o sounds dropped into thé compeny ares with the larger number going over the
| I_%éition. The concentration lasted until 1230 hours, then ceased. The cesu-
ai:tiés from this shelling were light ag only two men were hit., {83)

At 1745 hours, the Enemy leid it on again. Thie time the bulk of the
rounds fell within the eempawr position. There were both 88 MM and 122 MM

(e1)(82)(B3) Personsl Expsrience.



artillery. The 88's coming in with a sharp erack snd the 122's lumbering
in behind them. The mccuracy of the German was clarified by the pungent smell
of his gun powder which completely covered the area and the crashing of the
upper portion cf the trees which foﬁn_d the ir way esrthward. For the first
time on the position, the sickening cry of "Medic® was echoed and reechoed
throughout the poaition. (84) |

The second atteck ceme et 1400 hours, T!Ja Enemy hitting the 2nd Platoon,
1st Fletoon end emstern portion of the 3rd Flatoon in a single coordinated
egsault. It was immedistely obvious that the lumﬁ' was sttempting to falno
the position by sheer weight of numbers. The scund of the German Machinen
pistole, gewshr 98, end MG 42 filled the air, Thesre ssemed to be & moment
of silence, then Beker Company replisd to this challengs of deeth with a
deafening roar of defience. Ones sgain esch men hsld his ground end i)nurod
clip after clip of Ml rifls 2nd 30 caliber naclﬁ.ne gun fire into the approsch-
ing Epemy. There was nothing the Company Commander could do. The weight of
the fight was squarely on ‘tha gshouiders of the individuel riflemen. "Baker"
msy wore being hit, but there was no cry of "Medic". (85)

This attsck stopped in the seme sudden guistness of the morning etteck.
The men stayed in their holes for some time. The Company Commander left his
-hole to d@femi the dispositions and casualties of the compeny. The
casualties were hesvy. The officer commending the Wespons Flatoon received
a small arms wound mscessiteting evacuetion. In all, en estimated thirty 7
man ware killeAd or wounded &z a3 result of the artillery éoncontration and
Vdirect assault. (86)

Battal:l.on was notified of the assault by the Enemy and a regquast wes

.- --.19&3 Yo plek up Beker Compeny's litter cases. It was not consldered tactic~

- "J-aﬂ.ly sound to use eny of the Bsker Company men to effect the evacuntion.

The strength of the company at this tims wae two officers and sixty enlisted
men, The Fisld Artillery ¥orward Observer wes called to the rear to b

(84) Mechinen pistole - mechine pisfol, MP 40; Gewehr 98 - standerd Germsn
rifle, bdolt operefed Mauser design; MG 42 - mechine gun. (85)(86) Personel
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decorated. FHis enlisted =ssistant remeined on the position to carry on in
the forwsrd observer role, The 8 WM end 4.2'm Mortar Forward Observers
remeined with the compeny. (87)

The Battelion Commsnder called back sbout 1600 hours and wanted to know
the situstion. The Ensmy artillery wass coming in rather heavy. The Battalion
Commender was so informed. A request wes made for reenforcemsnts as the
Company Commender felt thet this position could not be held under repeated
etteck. During this conversation, the Company Commander reguested permission
to move the company to an slternsate or supplementery position. The Battalidn
Commender most emphat_ically gaid "You will hoid the piece of ground you now
occupy, ot all costs. " The Bettalion Commsnder ended the conversation -
stating thet the company's position would be reinforced by & pletoon of Tenk
Destroyers from the 803 TD Battalion, as the Gey road wee in the process of
being clesred. The Battalion Commander further steted thet the Compsny Com-
mender should tsll the men they were going to be relisved on the next dey.
The Company Commender did not tell the men this mews as he considered the
effect on morale, if the relief wae delayed. (88)

Shortly after 1515 hours, the enemy shelling cessed. Twsnty minutes
later, intermittent shelling from a single S0 MM Morter, began. Approximstely
twenty Tounds fell on the position. The maximum range of this weapon wae
listed ae 570 ysrds., Thers were no casuelties from this fire, even though
come rounds dropped within ten yards of some personnel. (89)(S0)

One of the 8) MM Morter Observer Team, a Sergesnt who had been with
the Regiment since D-dny, agked permission to be sent to the resr es he felt
.thet he was going to be killed. This men wes not mentally exhsusted and he
wes told to return to the OP. This men wes killed by a shell fragmsnt within
fivé minutes after returning to his position. Another soldier wag sent by
ons of the plstoons, to the Compeny CP ss a mentel exhausiion case. This man

(87)(88)(89) Personsl Experience; (90) A-8, p. VII:= 13;
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was sllowed %o remein at the GPrand his subsequent mctions left nc doubdbt as
to his sctuel mentsl condition. Eb.was evacuated as his condition wes
sffecting the rest of the men in the compeny. (91)

The cold end dsmp weether wes having its telling effect on the men of
Company "B® The nights were especielly bsd ss the snow aﬁd sleet brought
inerezged herdship. Most of the men did not retsin the long overcost as it

was considered toc bulky =nd did not give freedom of movemsnt. (92)

Extreme cere hed %o be exercised when issuing the X ration. The break-
fest retion was most in demsnd beceuse 1t confained the deily coffee izsue.
If the retion issue was not closely supervised, & few of the men would draw
2ll the breskfest rations in order to obtsin the coffee. (93)

Compeny "A", which wes following the progress of the Enemy attack over
the rsdio end wire, celled %o obtein clesrence on twelve Beker Compeny
reenforcements and supplies which had been stopped on the ®A" Company position
pending the final outcome of the atteck. These welcome additions arrived on
the compeny position st 1600 hours. {94) |

. Derknese had arrived ss the Tank Destroyer FPlatoon closed into its
sssembly ares 200 yerds west of the gompeny position. (95) (See Mep D)

The pétrols continued on the odd hours to meintain contact with Compeny
wo® . on the left. Compeny"A" remsined in the trench system. (96)

The Germen continued his shelling during the night. Shortly after mid-
night there wes e lull in tbe firing. The Tenk Desiroyer Pletoon which had
remeined in defilede in resr of the company, started werming up their engines.
The Compsny Commander immediately left his hole aﬁd went to the Tank Desiroyer
position, The.destroyers had not yet moved out. The Lisutenant informed the
Compeny Commender that he hsd orders to take his pletoon to the resr to "gas
up". There wes nothing the Compsny Commander could do to stop this withdrawsal.
The Company Commender Treturned to the company position and called the Battalion
Commsnder. The Battslion Commander stated that the Tank Destroyers had no
(91) Personel Experience; (92)}(93) Personal Experience; (94)(95)}(96) Personel
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authority to leave the position snd they would be cordered to return et once.
(e7)

The sound of racing motors cerries grest dlstances et night. The Fnemy
ususlly rescted by throwing quentities of steel in the estimated direction of
the armored sounds. The Germen, being mthoaical; respondﬁd by stepping up
his berrsges on the company positicns.

At 0200 hours 3 December, Battelion called and roported thet Beker
Company, in its previous efternoon's action hed repulsed a Battalion ettsck
ageinst the position. Further interrogation of prisoners revesled that the
Ehepry wes a8 defermined to take the position ss we were %o hold it. Battalion
ordered that sil men be alerted in their holes &8s & night attack was expected.
(98)

At 0330 hours, the machine gun loceted in the southwest corner of the
3rd Flatoon's srea opened fire., The msn of the 3rd Flatoon sterted firing
towerd the southwest. The Company Commender went to the 3rd Platoon machine
gun. The gunner sfated that & "lot of Jerrys are in the woods"., The Enemy
would onlj fire occesionally and when he dld, he wes immediately taken under
fire. The Company Commender geve the ordsr to "cesse fire", Aafter waiting
ebout Pifteen minuteg, the Compsny Commender éalled to the msn in the next
hole end told them to follow him out. The woods were recomnoitered to the
trail that led to the Compeny A" trench system. Within this area there were
et lesst fifteen German cemsuslties., Most of them were desd. The wounded
were brought to the.campanw position. Ons of the wounded wes Polish. He
talked rreaiy. He steted that his company hed just been moved into the line
for this night ettack. (99) (Seé Msp D)

The Battelion Commender celled sgamin st 0400 hours to inform Baker
Company thet a Plétoon of Tenks from the 70th Tenk Battelion would be in direct
supporf of Beker Compsny and would be available ebout 1000 hours. &s the Bat-
tslion Commander wes ssking the Compsny Commendsr about his supply require-
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. .
ments, enother heevy concentratioh fell on the Company. The wire line %o
Bettalion wes knocked out, This wes the fourth time the line hed gone out,
The Compeny Commender had requested Battelion to put in en alternste line on
the night of 1 December snd this wee in operation by noon on 2 December,
The three man wire teem, atteched to Baker Gampakny to repalr the lins, had
been mieging since the night of 1 Decamber when they went cut to repair the
line., The line wes leter found to be cut end Americen equipment lay close
by. The communicetions Sergesnt switched the FE-8 to. the slternete lines end
contect with Bettelion wes effected. (100).
| Shortly bpfore dewn thes artillery on the position increased in intensity.
Every men in the Compeny realized whet wes about tc heppen. The reanforcé-
ments hed brought lerge quentities of emmunition .and each two men fox hole
wes e virtusl ars_ensl. The machine gunners hsd reloeded ammunition helts by
hend 2nd each man weited for dewn. (101}
Just after dewn the artillery stoi:ped. ‘lithir_l 8 few minutes, thers was
e great amount of singing in the woods northesst of the lst snd 2nd Fletoons.
‘ Instently it became apperent thet the Germen was once sgain attacking_ the
position. This time the singing slerted Baker Compeny rether then fhe whine
of his bullets. The men remained quiet until the first of the Enemy was
observed coming in sbout fifteen yarde in front of the 2nd Fletoon. The
2nd Plétoon comnended by & feesrlesg Staff Sergeent blested the Enemy with
megnificently controlled fire, The BEnemy was stopped desd in his tracks. (102)
Almost immedistely the lst Platoon wse blested by fire from the Enemy.
The Enemy Company ettscking the lst Platoon position ceme from the eest on
the double, The first wave wrs esgily dispatched but the second wave can.m
into hend grensde distence of the Compeny =2nd started heaving thé 8tielhand-
grenstes into the lst Pletoon positions. 4 number of these grenades found
their merk.. The 4.2 Chemicel Battelion Forward Observer was emong those

(100)(101){102) Personel Experience.
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wounded. This attack egeinst the let Platoon wes stopped whiie the bodies
of the Germen deed lay within arm'shreach of the fox holes. (103) (104)

Coincident with the sttecks against the 2nd end lst Fletoons, the Enemy
begen to come out of the woods from the south agminst a portion of the 3fd
Flstoon. The morters kept up thelr constent firing on the likely svenues
of epprosch, dropping rounds 150 yards in fronf of .the rerimeter. Fach morter
covered the ground in front of a platoon ssctor.

fs soon es the attack had been bemten off, Enemy tanks began to fire on
the Compeny from positions in the town of Ge:f. There -were two tanks engsged
in this firing end it wes impossible to get e line on them as the Germen wa;ss
interdicting the position with ertillery =nd mortsr fire. {(105) (éee Mep D)

The Compeny Commsnder celled Bettelion for emmunition, especialiy 60 MM
mortar and mechine ‘gun. Battslion seid the.ti the tanks wers bringing up
food and ammunition to the Compeny snd they should asrrive shortly.' The tanks
stopped in defilede to the resr of the Compeny shortly after 1100 hours.

The Compeny ﬁas resupplied, The men hed their first fuil 'all‘otmsnt of "K“
retions end weter since 1 December. (106)

The Tenk Pletoon Leedsr sent his Flstoon Sergeent &3 limison between
the Tenk Fletoon end the Beker Compsny Commender. The Sergesnt stayed with
the rifle ¢ompeny snd rendered inveluebles assistence. (107) .

About 1300 hours the Enemy opensd with smell erms fire on the 1lst
Platoon. The limison Sergesnt of the Tank Pletoon was told to bring a tank
up the Pire treil snd fire on the Enemy in front pf the 1st Fletoon. Within -
o few minutes the tenk hed sccomplished its mismsion, (108)

Battalion cslled and seid that Cherlie Compeny wes ordsred to iove
south after dark to protect the north flank of the Battslion. This brought
_ Cherlie Company into position to the left resr of Baker Compeny. The move to
be accomplished after derk, ms the Ensmy had excellent observation and fire
{(103) A-8, p. VII95. Stielhandgranete; high explosive stick grensde.

(104)(105)(106)(107){1.08) Personal Experience.
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coverage of the sntire sector. Thes remeinder of the sefternoon wes spend
jﬁmping in end oﬁt of the holes.. The snemy begen to fire 120 MM morters.
These shelles ceme in without any prior warning and the shell ¢rster wes shellow,
The concussion snd blast effect wes terrific. The Platoon Leader of the Zrd
Pletoon occupied a double fox hole with his runnsr. A 120 MM morter landed
Just outside his hole. The two men wero.in.the hole together. fThe blest
effect of the shell killed the Tunner instantly and the Flestoon Lesder was
dezed., During ths efternocn the pletoon suffered ten casuelties from shelling.
The Compeny Commander end the Flatoon Laader of the third pletoon were hit by
ghell fregmenta, The Fletoon Lesder wes wounded seriocusly enocugh to bs evaec-
ueted. The Compeny Commender's wound wes very slight. Losing the FPlstoon
Lepder of the 3rd Pletoon meant thet the Coﬁpany Commander wes the only officer
left to the compenmy. (109) (110) |

At 1430 hours, twenty-seven Ensmy sircreft flew over. the position from
the esst aé: 500 feet and turned south in the direction of the town of Hurtgen.
They did nc}t fire on the positien. (111) |

'Pemissién wae agnin ssked of Battalion to move to another position. The
ground the comﬁany oceupied wee thoroughly untenable, The Compeny Commander
further stateﬁ thet he did not heve sufficient men to hold the position esgeinst
another hesvy sttack, Batt:alicn told Baker'company to hold 1ts present
position. _{112) N l

Along about ausk B German ceme welking into the position weving a safe-
conduet pess. This man was a hundred psrcent cese of battle fatigue. e
wore no helmet, in spite of ‘the fact thet the shells were coming in every few
minutes, Ons of the men brought him over to the Company Commender, He wes
positively numb, There wes no immediete evacuetion to the recr so the German
was told to get into a hole., @e would stay in his hole only if the Compeny
, Commender wes .in his hole. When the Company Commender checksd the positipns,

{109)A-2, p. 375; (110}{111}(112) Personsl Experience.
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or left the commend hole, the Germsn would follow. (113)

At 2100 hours, both wire lines went out. The Compeny Commender wishing
_to contact Bettslion and esk for more officers end men went back to Able
Compeny. The self-appointed PA followed and wes left. st Able Compeny. (114)

The tenk lisison Sergeent wes told to kmock down the fire tower to the
rezsy of the compeny. This was coc;rdinated with the ertillery shelling of
Gey. The tower though 100 ..feet high was made of wood &and ceme Jown in a few
minutes. (115)

The dewn of 4 December found the r_omnants of Beker Goﬁpany still holding
the position. The entire night hed been spent in the holes. There were no
pid men left in the cmaﬁ. They had all been either killed or wounded.
Bettellon ecelled in to inform the Company" Commander thet ome pletcon, con-
sisting of oﬁa officer and thirty two men from Cherlie Compeny wes being sent
to reinforce Bsker Company. PReker Compeny would remein on the position. The
Compeny cmer counted the men of Beker Compeny end found a total of 34
remsining. The lst Pletoon hed eight men, the 2nd Platoon hed two men, the
2rd Pletoon had ten men and the Wespons Piatoon end Compeny Headquerters had
e totel of fourtsen men, including the Compeny Commender. Ths Weapons Platoon
hed the two light mechine guns snd one morter. The other two morters wers
knocked out by direet hits. (116)

 There was herdly e tres stending in the Compeny sres by 1200 hours.
Shortly efter 1200 hours the sghelling sleckensd and the Compeny Gomandert_
rordered the dead to be ctacked in the esres to the resr of ﬁhe previous loc-
ation of the fire tower, The welking wounded were sent beck. There were &
number of litter csses. The Compeny Commender decided to ‘evatl:uate. the woﬁnd-
ed on the tank which wes bringing up suprlies to Bﬁlmr Company, (117)

The tank arrived at 1300 hours;‘ the supplies had been unlosded and the
first wounded wers being loaded on the back ‘declk when the Germen threw five
rounds of 88 MM into the front armor of the tenk. Several members of the -

(113){114)(115){316)(117) Personel Experience.
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erew "bailed out™. The Compeny Commender immedietely celled for smoke in
front of the position; 1t errived within e few minutes, The Tenk engina
was still running. The tenk wee put in reverse end bescked over the hill
into defilsde. {(118)

At 1500 houre, eighteen men errived fram.charlie Compeny. Tha re-
meinder had become casualties before they made'thé full distesnce. These men
wera placed into the 2nd Fletoon's position as a platoon. (119} .

An engineer squaed from the 4th Division Engineers arrived snd ﬁas glven
the mission of plaéing wire snd enti-perscnnel mines in front of the lst and
2nd Pletoon fronts. {(120)

The shelling wes terrific the'rest’of the dey. The Enemy threW'évéry- :
thing from 50 MM morters to 150 MM Artillery on the position. (lél)

“all the forward observers hed been either killed or wounded. This in-
cluded the 81 MM morter of "D* Compeny; the 4.2 inch morter of the 87 CML
Bettelion and 105 MM srtillery of the 42nd Field. (122)

The night of 4~5 December, Bsker Company wes ordered to withdraw frﬁm

the position. Twenty-two survivors welked out. Some were wounded. {123)

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

In sttempting to Justly weigh the overall sction of Beker Company on
this operation, let us first reflect on the order of the day awsrded the

eompany by the FOURTH INFANTRY DIVISION: (. =~ - -

CRDER OF THE DAY
NUMERReees.ee.58

Co. B, 12th Infantry
On 29 November 1944, Co. B, 12th Infantry, ettecked and seized
the high ground west of Gey, Germeny. During this attack the com=-
pany drove in the outpost of a strong Germen position. The company

(118) (119} (120) (121)(122)(123) Personal Experience
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then stormed an entrenched Germen position strongly defended by
mechine guns snd mechine pistols supported by mortar fire, The
compeny rapidly reorganized end pushed on to its objective, capturing
thres machins-gun neste weet of Gey. After derk, the company dug

in on the high ground on the edge of the woods overlooking Gey. :

Considersble srtillery, morter end tenk fire was placed on the
position each dey. On 2 Decsmber 1544, a countsrattack was besten
off with heavy losses to the ememy. On 3 December 1944 a fresh Ger-
men battelion made e deawn attack supported hy a heavy concentrastion
of artillery and tenk fire sgeinst the position but failed 1o take
it. On the afternoon of 3 December 1944, the constant heavy enemy
fire ceused numercus casuaslties including all of the company's
officers, '

During this time the compeny evacuated ite own wounded to a
forwsrd aid stetion. Despite the disorganization caused by the loss
of key parsonnel, the compeny still held the original ground when it
was rslieved on the morning of 5 December 1544,

The Divislon Commender desires to commend each officer end en-
listed msn of Co. B, 12tk Infentry, for such outstanding performance
of duty during & most vitel action.

(124)

Both Regimsnt snd Eattalion felt that Baker Company hed accomplished
its mizsion, The cost, 28 messured in cesualties, wes extremely high. The
individusls who went through the inferno of Hurtgen could not repeaf such
én experience meny timss., A word description of the existing conditions of
terrein, weather ar.d the Enemy is most insdequate in meny respscts,

Due credit should be given to the individusl riflemen. He was coureg-
eous in his devotion to duty. During the entire pericd of the opsration
only cne soldier ssked psrmisasion to go to the reer. This men was killed the
sams day. oﬁe other soldier wes sent to the reer becsuse of mental exhaus-
tion, To klaep this second soldier on the position would have had an extremely
bad effect on the other men, An officer should be gquick to recognize a gom~

bet fatigue case., This man hed discarded his equipment, including his

helmet. He mat on the sdge of his ho]_.e shaking end staring into space, He
made no attempt to get down in his hole when the Compeny wes shelled.
The attack on 29 November tock on the form of "rolling up the carpet®.

The Enemy expected &n stteck from the south end made his disposition.

(124) A-2, p. 375



sccordingly. Actuelly he wes flenked scross his entire front. It was
fessible to rotete the pletoons often in this attack on 29 November.
The Company, being in coclumn, wes readily maneuvered and control wes
maintained. The Company sought to complete its mission and did not prsss
the sttack to the north after the firat resistance withdrew to the north.
Control in woocde is extremely difficuit. Bettallon, Compeniss and _0ﬁ

Flatoons, when attecking, normelly advanced in column. Contrel is the dom- ﬂﬁc

inating fector.

When sttecking, contsct waes seldom if ever meinteined with units on the
fienks., Thiz wes not a heslthy situstion. The sectors aessigned to units
snd the formetions of the smmller units further Jdeveloped the violation of
flank contect. Flenk security and local protection was meinteined. At the
some time it was necessery to decentrelize comtrol with the weight of res-
pongibility for ths bulk of atteck docisionsrrosting with thes lesders of
Battelions, Compenies and Flatoons.

The 81 MM Mortars were used as supporting fires in the majority of
supported fires. The Infentry morters proved to be exceptionally effectiv§
in woodz =8 the high curved trajectory.of the projectile ceused the round to
come into the terget vertically.

BakeT Company used & perimeter defense when it initielly occupied its
objective on 29 November. All round defense is of prime icportsnce in woods.
Many times depth will be sacrificed in order to retein this protection from
an atteck coming from an unknown direction. Once the Enemy hed mede his
commitment 4t is extremely difficult for the defender to move into sn alternste
or supplemsntery position. Control of individual riflemen is & distinect
problem. An intelligent Enemy will probe until he hes located & wesk point
in the defense and he will use his force sgeinst this weakmesas.

In the defense, sctive 2nd aggrsssive contagt wog meintaeined with units

6n the flenks., Baker Company ceused patrols to be sent out daily while in
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this defensive position. Howsver, sfter the Enemy begen hitting the position
with counterettecks, the petrolling wee no longer ordered. |

Coffee iz one of the most importent items in the "K™ ration. The "E®
retion 1s inedequete in this respesct as the coffee is issued only in the
breakfest unit, Xsch unit of the "E™ retion should contein at least two
coffee servings. Thieg would give the men an adequate emount of thie stim-
uwlant. In sddition, the Quartermasisr should prepasrs, for issue,‘packages
conteining twenty-five coffee units.

The combat uniform, in the Hurtgen, wes not setisfectory. The‘winter b///
. weather wra cold end wet; sometimes turning to snow. The long overcoat was '
too bulky #nd cumhersome, It ebsorbed water snd became incressingly heevy.
Meny men discarded the overcost in favor of s series of jackets. A combst

uniform, of the type issued by the Armored Force, consisting of a jacket

end pents, should be iseued to the Combet Infantryman. This uniform should
contein individuel stowsge pockets. Stowege sections should be provided
for esch soldier to carry eight hsndgrensdes,

The Commender should ﬁékp uge of 211 availeble meens of commuﬁicafion.
Wire and mesgenger were the primary mssns of communicetion. The Rifle
Companies end Battelion coopersted in keeping the wire intact end operafing
between these two units. The leying of additionsl wire lines into e posi-
tion will insure thet contect with higher heedquerters is meintained. Wire
should be merked with sn identifying color et 100 yerd intervals. This
would give both the Commsnder snd the Communication Fersonnel en indiecation
of distsnce trevelled. This would be especiallj hélpful in woods or jungles.

Lisison between units as smell ss Rifle Compenies and Tenk Platoons is
highly desirable, The sttached unit should furnish the lisison. The Tank
Fletoon Sergeent performed in a.superior mannef end adequate coordination
was effected.

Pecause of the difficulty of maintaining end protecting supply réutes,

retions were substituted for water or emmunition wes sent forwsrd in lieu of
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" bmdding rolls.
Sufficient meps should be furnished to include distritution to the

Rifle Company Plstoon Leeders. The supply of meps in thie operation was

inrdequate, both se to quentity end deteiled physicel coverage of the terrain.

LESSONS

1. Officer lesders must be well forwsrd in order to properly control en
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atteck in heevy woods.

2. Communicsastione sre vitel to tho‘;ower?commander. Every means aveileble
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gshould be employed.

%« Double foxholes Bre condu31ve %o higher n morale end sfford protesction

B

squsl to single foxholes.

4, Foxholes should always be coverad with limbs and eerth in order to give

VN

occupents protection from trae bursts and air burets.

5. Equel distribution of mlssions should be given to ell units. Do oot
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favor ope unit over another. Have s schedule and stick by 1it.

6 continue or push home the attack thh s fresh unit reconstitute &

support 1mmediately.

7. Mekes full use of all weapons. Unﬁerstand the capebilities of wespons.
8. hﬁeturning individuels should be ‘pleced in their originsl pletoons.

9. Effect prampt relief of units. A bedly "torn up" unit tekes much longer
to regain top battlefield efficiency.

10. Meke the individusl fire his weapon.



